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O, Lord Justice bebe 
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(Counsel for Defendant Goering With the approval of 
the Tribunal, I call as witness Mr, Dahlerus 


VARLEtUD, & 


ith, 


whole truth, 


BY DR, STEHME 

Q 
that you, as 
understanding betweer 

I did know Engla 

years, and I also knew Germany 
from both sides, having liv 

On a visit to England by the end of June, 1939, I traveled around a 
number of cities, Birminghag, Coventry, Manchester and London, and I found 
all around a very determined position tt 
for any aggression any longer from the 

On the 2nd of July I met with some friends in the Constitutional Club, 


and we discussed the position and they summed 


England in a rather clear way. s thi ary of the genera Dinion in 





On 


England was a basis for my discussions afterwards with Goering, I think I 
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shall quote ite 

THE PRESIDENT: The Russian translation is not coming through. I am 
told it is coming through with interruptions. 

DR. STAHVER: Should the witness repeat his testimony? 

THE PRESIDENT: Would you just repeat the last sentence that you stated 
You said that on the 2nd of July you met friends in the Constitutional Club 
and discussed the general situation. 

A And they summed up the position in a rather clear way, This formed 
the basis for my discussions afterwards with Goering. I therefore think I 
shall quote exactly the summary they made up of the opinion in Great Britain: 

Formation of our opinion obtained by observation of conditions in 
England and from discussion with ordinary people. 

A, Agreement that Berchtesgaden and Czechoslovakia have shaken 
confidence. Immediately after Berchtesgaden and before Czechoslovakia 
possibly could have obtained by cooperation many things decided by Germany. 

Be British public opinion now exasperated. Decided that we go so 
far and no further, 

C. Britain now had commitments which did not exist at the time of 
the Berchtesgaden meeting, 

Poland and Danzig. Invasion of Danzig means war with Poland and 
Britain. 

THE PRESIDENT: I am afraid the French translation isn't coming through 
properly now, The French and Russian are coming together, 

BY THE PRESIDENT : 


) 


« Now, Witness, would you go on with the document, ^ You have given 
uS ay b, andc, I think. 

A Well, the end of c is as follows: 

"Britain automatically involved by virtue of new commitments. There, 


fore, automatically war with Britain, 


"d, Britain does not advertise her strengths; not even fully 


appreciated by general British public," 
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Then follows Statement Noe2, about Lord Halifax's Spee athe 


"Own personal observation indicates that Britain solid behind his 
statement." 

THE PRESIDENT: One moment. I am afraid the Russian is coming 
through on the French again. 

I an afraid the Tribunal must adjourn then. 


(A recess was taken.) 
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Before the witness goes on with his evidence, the Tribunal 
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wants me 7 the system by which the earphones are connected with the 
i à 


interpreters was checked over after the Court rose last night, was checked over 


morning, end again at 7:55 this morning. But everyone who cones 


into this Court : nust realize that it has not been possible to bury these cables 


So as to make them altogether safo,. It is, therefore, of the vory greatest 


importance that everybody who cones into this Court should take real care to avoid, 


if possible, treading upon these cables, which may become injured by being kicked 


and broken the faults in the system occur, 


o n&intair the system as efficiently 


those who uso tiis Court to sen that they 


t in keep. ing tho system officicnt, 


(DIRECT EXAMINATION CONTINUED): 


Q Would you please continue, witness? 


À Point Nume WC rd Hali: S Speeche Owm personal observation 


indicates that Britain solidly behi his statemen Lord Halifax understates 


133,33 a} 1 * occ 
Britis? istom a6 1S to say, understates the strength of 


Great Britain's force, j perhaps not fully understood 


Rosonta = 
Number 


nr 


Yeruan people very acceptable to British, and does not appear to bo any good 


reason for armed conflict, As in pas! Gormany will certainly bo defeat 


will obtain far less by means of war than 5»y peaceful methods of negotiation, 


aa Da 
ICI 


her friends will also suffor vory heavily. May be ond of civilization, 


A Havin: orvod that there was rather a disinclination in the Third 


eich to forward ufaw rable reports, I folt it was both ny duty and it might 


of great value if this exact opinion in Great Britain was brought to the highest 


quarters in Germany. 


Mr. Dahlerus, one question. Wore these friends of yours members of the 


Parlianent? 


A — No, it was people from the business world, and if the Court so desires, 
I can hand over a list of the names, 
THE PRESIDENT: Go on, Dr, 


What were their nanos? 
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Tor4c mM 
=P Jie? 


Mey I save time and hand in the list of names to the Court? 


THE PRESIDENT: Their names are rot of any great importance, are they, 


Were people inthe business world? 


Aftor having aprood with my frionds in referones to the advisability of 
isit to Gormmy, I loft for Germany end got an appointment with Gosring on 6 


uly, four o'clock in tho afternoon, 


iim about my observations in Great Britain and strongly emphasized 


212 


tha hocossity to take such action nat no risk of war night occur, Goering 


doubted if these observations may not rofar to an a Xipo on the British side to 


bluff and also emphasized that he was of the opinion t! ; Britain wanted to 


control developments on the Continort, 
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citizen, but suggcste 
where ho and some other members of the German Government would have 
an opportunity of meeting British citizens who knew conditions well. 


^ 


suggested that such an informal meeting might usefully take place in 
Sweden, possibly on the invitation of Hi Majesty the King of Sweden, 
or the Swedish Government. 

On the 8th of July I received from Gocring the reply that Hitler 
agreed to this plan, and I loft ^or Sweden to ascertain if it was 
possible arrangencnts in Sweden, 

The Swedish Goverment, í certain reasons, considered it 
inadvisable that Hi Majesty the King or the Government issue such 
an invitation, but they had nothing againstif private people made 
such arrangements. 

Count Trola Wachmeester willingly placed his castle, Trola Beelja, 
at our disposal fi n à meoting. I left on the 19th of July for 
London to make the arrangements. 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Stahme., can't you take tho witness on, in 
order to save time, to the actual negotiations? All these 
preliminaries do not seem to the Tribunal to be very important. 

Can't you take him on ho actual negotiations? 

DR. STAHMER: 1, yes le is about to speak 
conference that took place in Soonke Nissen Koog. 
BY DR. STAHMER: 

Q f the witness could please describe that meeting. You were 
about to say that on tho 19th of July you flew to London. Did you 
there mect Lord Halifax on the 20th? 

Yes. 

Q I consider ‘this report cossenti Could you please tell us 

about that? What took place during is conference with Lord Halifax? 
on the 20th, and ! nen omph^sized that 
did not want any members of the British Goverment or Parliament 


participate, but His Majesty's Government would, with interest, 
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follow the results of the meeting. The meeting took place at 


Soenke Nissen Koog, in Schleswig Holstein, a place belonging to my 
wife. Seven Britishers, Goering, Bodenschatz, and Dr. Schoettl were 
present, 
Q On what day was this? 

It was on the 7th of August, and the meeting started at 
lO o'clock, The mecting starte’, and Goering invited the Britishers 
to put ony questions they liked. Thereafter a long discussion took 
piece abous political devolopm-- ts, particularly with roforonco to 
connections between Great Pritain and Germany, and eventually on both 

the iuestion of Muni 
nvatives ompnasized the necessi 

Stopping the aggression poliey in Europe, and tho question of the 
Corridor and Danzig was discussed, 

Germany 
with force y to occupy any territory, the British Empire 
would, according to obligations to Poland, help Poland. 

mentioned on his word of honor as a statesman and as a 
he was ity charge of the most powerful air force 
mizht be tempting to him 

| would do cil he could to help prevent 

| result of the meeting was that all present 

lelusi 
could be arranged as 
1.9 mM, 


possible. The conference ended lato at night, and next morning the 


cu 


British delesates Suggested that such a conference should bo ox ended 


to four nations, Great Britain, France, Italy and Germanv. 
to Sylt, where Goering was staying, and he consented on behalf of 


Ds 


Germany to such a modification of the proposal. 


Were British members of Parliament present at this meeting? 


No, only business people from England, 


Has a report been given to Lord Halifax about this visit? 
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“ish members let Germany carly on the 


port to the 


T 
onti n 
OMvLnNnuc 


^ 471 - 
rsonally 


had agreed to « 


bo Paris, 


4 


Enelsnd? 


E. m de e y^ 
uncerstan 


morning 
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+ * T * PR r 
understandi 


Lg; 


I could not say 


then did you have a discussion in London on tho 25th? 


Before the evening. It was te in the afternoon, 6,30, with 


Halifax tell you then? 


ndorson 


Ua lanpe PYN "T2 4 Tandan 
Henderson was expected in London 


be required any long 


ALL e 


you on the 
: 
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telephone, but 


P 


TOO 
IIIS e] 


Sync 
MUI. 
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uvoorinsz 


L7 m 568 
Ju. 


lots of questi 





TAE 


Aftorwa 
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Wet specific proposals did you make? 


In condensed form, they are as fo 
"oroany to sign a pact or alliance with Great Britain. 


England was tc help Goriany to obtain Denzig and to cbtain Corridor, 


icrueny lected ‘erself to care for Polend's populace. 


minority 


(6) Germany pledged hezsclf to defend the British Empire with the German 


Wiermacht whenever t o firmer nic:t be 
Q Regarding point (2), was nct Poland assured that it would have à free 


harbor in Danzi? 


- 


A Yos, That is true. This is only a iConsod l^rmof the proposals, of 


it true that Poland 


ict is 


What was the further cawn of this conversaticn? 


after having been in contact 


dilson, and Sir 


Ls that not soi 
cot Noe 10, 


once wit; Lord Halifax and ! 


cisersced the prenosals made in creat detail. On certain p? 


seon fr 1 the bhie bosko, the proposals differed from those 
I therefore svjecsted to the British Govern ont, if they | 
me how fer they 

me day and discuss tho 


They should retain Hencerson in London 


until Mondsy so that thoi ep]; ild bo given after they knew how Hitler vi-wed 


British standpoint, 


Q During thes. days ' you also have a conference with Sir Alexandor 


ú 


S10) me 
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After tho roctinz with m=nbers of the Government I mentioned above, I 
conversation with Cac»gen, 


Did ycu receive specific prono 


What wore ther? 


The British Govornucnt te-k a lot of trovble to 1L 1n a Psi» and 


1 . . . z 
o woy with the various pcint tata y, point (6), the 


defending the British Empire, was turned dom. Similarly, they refused t 


colonics before Germany had dom vilized, and in reference to tho bomdaries of 


Á 


Poland, they wanted these boundaries to be coniod by five groa wers: Russia, 


Germany, Ennrlan?, Jronco and E 
In reference to the rrid they reec:mended inne 
Poland. 
1 reference to polit (8), rather to point (1), Mnelend was in principle 
willing to core t2 sco agreement with 
Did you thon retum tc Gernany with these 
Yos, after hving tel -choned to Berlin, becarvse the British Governnent 


promised tc send Her^orson back the sane Cay, end optaining confirmation from 


Berlii that the; agreod with Hen: ‘ors mtis delay in returning on Monday, I loft that 


evening ond arrivod shortly before midnight at Berlin, 


4. 


Did you then inne diately hevo a conversation with Goering? 


L net Gooriag about 11:10 -n Sunday evening end told him about the 
y ; 


Can ycu dose.*ibe that convrarsatiocr | Little more exactly? 
He rep_ied thet it was Zatal, but I exp ai ined vo him tha consijoring. 
uring recent years, he could ha dly expect Groat Britain to be satisfied 
Ccrridor of Polend, And in reference to the colonial question, I 
ovitish G- eruzent trying t force tnis 2oint in 
ryts forces wore mobilized wculd be sound te fal. at 


fers ice to the Gth point, I would like to mk i oar that Great 


Britain, or the British irmire. w v^drEefer te 9! r their cwn interests, 
ly " 3 b 7 


In the cnd, he sai? that it wcüd be Detter if he saw Hitler alone. He left 
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for Rclehskenzloi and I went back to my hotel. Abovt 1:00 on Monday morning, 


received a televhone e211 that Hitler accepted the British vicwmoints 


Sudject to the reply ilen'!erson gave the next Gay would in general 5o tho saue 


as I had viven, 


Q Dii you not thon, on the samo ovening, talk to the English Ambassador? 


Yes. I went straicht to tho Driti sh iimbassador and reported to Sir 


Ogilive Forbes tho results of mv conversation with Goering and he cabled 


Did you inform Goerinr of what he»pened duri: ng that conversaticn? 
4el', naturally I w ing quite ope only, So I told Gcering what I 


J~ 4 raa prt y 1 1 ; 4) 1ey ma: ; 
do so it wea wit — 1 Witecte of the German Government that I 


it with Forbes. 
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Q "hes did you then meet Goerinz next? 


I met Goering on'Monday 


Tuesday? 


ITI 


the 2 Sth. 


Monday morning. It wa Monday morning, t 


'"h*t took place during thi conversation with Goerinc? 


A In general, about the position, and he seemed 


the fact that ve id gabled to London. 


Did you then visit Forbes again? 


Di 


I met Forbes after. ard but that was not o 


met Goering agai 


the most importa: 


written reply 
was every hope that there 
met Goering afticrwards or esday morning 


developed so 


à Yes, that is a facte 


Q Then in the course of the 29th of August 


our convocrsotji 


ent through it carefully and trigc 


or the formulation of the 
to London again and try to 


Government, and if it is not 


ling 
call 
erstleutnant Kon 


` binan d- B 
satisfactory 


reasons 
nce to proceed 


British 
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proposal to Poland that 


after consultation through Si Kingsley Wood, the Air Minister, about 


3 


a new visit to England, eft on Wednesday morning, 5 ofcloéke Immediately 


> 


after my arrival in London I me ie same members of His Majesty ™® Government. 





A 


Whom did you meet there? 

A I met some of the members, lir, Chamberlain, ir. Halifax, Mr. Horace 
Wilson, and Cadogan, 

Q What took place during the conversation? 

A It was obvious that by that time the British Government was most 
suspicious, and rather inclined to feel that whatever efforts were made from 
heir side nothing would prevent Hitler from declaring war on Poland, The 
ritish Government did everything they could, They sent their ambassador to 
Warsaw to request the Polish Government to do everything they possibly could 
to avoid incidents along the border, but they explained to me that it 
hardly fair to expect the Polish Government to send deleg-tes to Berlin to 
negotiate after the experience the other countries had had during recent years 
when they had been on similar missions to Berlin, 

I telephoned to Berlin for a contact with Goering with the object 

of trying to persuade him to arrange for a meeting outside of ermany for the 
delegates, but he only said that this was impossibles that Hitler was in Berlin 
end the meeting ha take place in Berlin, hey indicated proposals to 
Poland, but members of the British Government viewed these proposals with ; great 
suspicion, The Polish government was going to have a meeting in the afternoon, 
and cable results to Berli e meantime I returned to Berlin, 


9 When did you meet Goering 
I met Goering-- 
, PRESIDENT: Could you make this a little bit shorter, Dr. St-hmer, 
Di, STAR: Since these are very essential matter, I believe it is 
being shortened as much &S possible, Your Honor, 
THE PRESIDENT: Mr, Dehlers, the Tribunal. wishes you to get to the crucial 
mattors as soon 
THE WITNESS: Well, I met Goering just after a midnight on a Wednesday, 
2 about the proposal made to Poland, and he showed me the 
lephoned Forbes to obtain results, He then told me that nibben- 
hac refused to give him the note after he had read the proposal. I 
immediately told Goering that it would be impossible to treat an Ambassador 
of an empire like that, and suggested he should allow me to telephone Forbes , 
and to give Forbes the contents of the note on the telephone, I did this 


5100- 


"LL 
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about one o'clock on Thursday morning. 
BY DR, STAHMER: 

Q In other words, did Goering tell you that he wes taking 
responsibility on himself? 

A Yes, that it was on his own responsibility, 

Did you then on the next morning go to the British Embassy in order 
to convince yourself whether your telephonic communications had been correctly 
understood? 

A Yes, I met him the first thing Thursday morning, the 3lst, at 
10 otclock and discussed tne note with him, and he requested me at once to 
proceed to Lipski, the Polish Ambassador, and to give him a copy, 

Q Did that h 

He sent Forbes with me to Kipski, and I read the note to Lipski, 
but he did not seem to grasp the contents, I, therefore, left the room, 
dictated a note to the secretary, and handed it tœ hin, In the meantime 
Lipski explained to Forbes that he was not interested in discussing this note 


with the German Government, 
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GHE = 10-1 
Q Did you give this conversation as closely verbatim a you can? 
It seems very important to mee 
When he said that he had no reason to negotiate with the German 
Government if it came to war between Poland and Germany he knew because he 
oeen living for five end a half years in Pola, na, that there would i 
and they would march on Berlin, 
THE PRESIDE ves, Dr. Stahmer, are you not going on? 
continue, witness. 
Did you then inform London of your conversation by telephone? 


I did phone at once from the British Zjbassy and told Sir Horace 


saw Goering at one o!fclock in the afte: > He then receive 
a copy of a cablegram from the Folish Government to Lipski, to the 
should nct without special instructions from Warsaw neg 
1 the German Government, It 
circumstances were most scared what actions they took but 
|. upset the German Government very much, 
On that afternoon did you again meet Goering 
Ambassador? 
The situation seemed to be impossible, Hitler calied Sir 
Henderson. Ribbentrop had quarreled with him and I tnought the 
only possibility was if Goering could come to an understanding with 
lendersone I suggested a meeting between theme 


the afternoon at Goering's housee Forbes 


“hat took place during that talk? 
the meeting Henderson expressed his suspicion that 
the German Government would try to arrange a settlemont with England and 
make a split between England and Poland, Hendersorwas therefore very 
careful during the two hours conversation and the result of the conversation 


6111 
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only that both parties agreed i ry to arrange for a 


ed it would 


ceting betivoon delegates from both comtrics ossibly should avoid 


should meet 


1 
teh LISS 


hat a mecting should at once be Holland 


v 


iderson promised to submit the | governmente But 


had the impression that the German forces were moving 


and it did not secm as if he [ great faith in the possibili 


Do you know of part of Goering that if the Foles 


aha R. qÜR AM e er s wreath ad eal » 1 A 4 
submit Germany would crush these people and is 


anita nror 3 
d is quite prepared and 


id regret it but that would simply be 


words but it is possib during the 


utterede 


both parties agrceqd but 


of September meet Goering again? 


eight o'clock in his 
war had broken out 
radio ation at Gleiwitz and 
from which I 
Polands 
rain, and did you 


to London for 


corridor. He was 


l4 Am E- E ved 
thon exceeding 


that he had all 





NN 


tod a war and he told mo that ho was going 
to smash up Poland and take the whole comt " oering intorruptod, indicating 
that they would advance to cortain points, But 


uncontrollable frame of mind and started to shout he would fight ono ycar, 


1 


two years and he started up in a great oxcitomont Saying that he would fight 


ton years, 
Then on Sunday, the third of September, I obtained carly in the morning 
information from Forbes that an ultimatum would be given at nino o'clock, 
immediately ceased and withdrew the forces to the German border. 
Gocring's headquarters near Potsdam. H 


caled to Mim at least to try to arrange 


e 


: 1 


I had the impression that cort^in members 


T «ys Anaia se P E a 
l was afroid if a written 


4 


would not bo framed to help to prevent war with England, 


= 


mself prepared to go to 


ostion? 
roposal and phoned Hitler and Hitl 
don? 
ined contact with the Foreign Office 
expect, that they could n 
d à written reply to the ultima 


this to Goering? 


id that make on him? 
sorry it was not accepted. 
ember did you speak once more with Goering? 


LJ 


a short interview with Goering on the lth but not of 
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Q On this occasion did Goering say to you that, come what may, we 
would carry out the war as humanely as possible and that Germany would under 


no circumstances undertake war actio n against England but if England should 
shoot on Germany then Germany's answer would be inevitable? 
A Yes, that is correct 
Did you publish a book called "Last Attempt"? 
Yes. 
Is the a:count you give there true? 
A Yes, it is written with great care. The record as far as I 
humanly could is absolutely exact and correct. 
Is what you say there based on notes that you took at the time? 
Yes. 
When did you finish these notes? 
&tely on my return to Sweden on the 5th of 
September, 1939, 


ient, I have three more small questions, Should 


hould we now adjourn? 


did you speak with Forbes 
Stockholm? 
A No, I met Forbes on the 2lith of September in Oslo, that was after 

the occupation of Poland, in an endeavor to try to ascertain if there still 

of preventing a world wa He gave me in writing-the 

g : g 
viewpoint of the British Government, summarized as follows: "The British 
3 


Government had to 


this to do with the defendant 


Goering? 


that he made efferts even later to 
bring about peace, 


I have now only one more question which affects Goering immediately, 


611) 
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THE PRESIDENT: The fact that he met Sir George Ogilvie Forbes in 
Oslo on the 2hth of September does not at present appear to have anything 
to d^» with Goering, 

DR. STAEMER: It is significant te the extent that Dahlerus did this 
in order to put London and Berlin once more in touch with each other in 
order at this stage of events to bring aboyt peace, 

TEE FRESIDENT: Well, go on with your next question then, 

THE WITNESS: The provisions were: "To redeem Europe from perpetually 
recurring fear of German acgression and to en^ble peoples of Europe --" 

THE PRESIDENT: Wait a minute. What has the letter that Sir Gearge 
Ügilvie Forbes wrote get te do with Goering? 

DR, STAHMER: The content of this letter was told to Herr Dahlerus 
en the 22 of September ard Dahlerus discussed it with Goering and he attempted 
to reach some sort of agreement on that basis, 

MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: Your Honor, may I enter a further objection? 

It has nothing t^ do with the Indictment. We have not charged that 
a war against England was an aggressive war, The charge is that the war 
against Poland was an aggressive war, All of this negotiation to keep 
England out of the war while they took Poland is utterly irrelevant to the 
Indictment, I respectfully subrit, and that because it has nothing to do with 
the Indictment, with the charge, it should be rejected, 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Stahmer, if the witzsss had an interview with 
Goering afterwards you can come to that but not to preliminary conferences 
with Sir George Ogilvie Forbes, 

DR, STAHMER: It would not be comprehensible unless I do so. He had 
to tell Goering what Forbes told hime. Forbes made certain suggestions te 
him and Dahlerus took these Suggestions to Berlin CURAE them to 


Goering, told him what Forbes had told him 


THE PRESIDENT: Let the witness give the account of his meeting with 


Goering, 


DR, STAHWXER e Very well,. 
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BY DR. STAHMER: 

Q Herr Dahlerus, it was on the 26th of September that you looked 
up Yoering in Berlin? 

^ Well, I met both Goering ad Hitler on the 26th of September, 

Q Did you inform Goering of what suggestions Forbes had made to you? 

À I had discussed with Hitler on what conditions he was prepared to 
make good the harm he had dors to Poland and make peace, and to my great 
disappointment he then definitely declared that he was not prepared at all 
to Giscuss the question of Poland, Poland was occupied and that was no 
business any lager of Great Britain. I then realized that the aim, his aim 
had been to Split Poland and England and with the consent of Great Britain 
have the opportunity of occupying Poland without running the risk of war with 
Great Britain and France, 

Q In July 1940 did you again meet Goering? 

A Yes, Goering Suggested in July, 1940, that His Majesty, the King of 
Sweden, should endeavor to approach the various powers for negotiations about 
peace, 

DR. STAHMER: No further questions. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourn until 2:10 Deme 


(A recess was taken until 110 hours). 
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Official transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal in the matter of: The 
United States of America, the French Re- 
public, the United Kingdom of Groat Britain 
IN orthern Ireland, and the Union of 
Socialist Republics, against Hermann 
lhcln Gocring ct al, Dofen tants, sitting 
at Nurnberg, Gort any, on 19 March 1946, 
1400-1700, Lore r Justioe 1 wrence, presidinge 


JS -- resumede 


PRESIDINT: Does any mombor of the defondants! counsel wish to 


Lilo LM 


DIRECT EXAMIN.TION--Continued 


(Counsel for the Defendant Ribbentrop) 


can you toll us the reason why the conference between 
Hitlor and Honderson on tho 29th of August had no results? 


only hed the report that they disagreed and got into a 


-7 


querrele 


you know about which of the six points the quarrel started? 


far as I recollect, it was on the wording of the German 


nz that they expected representatives from Poland curing the 


by Hitler in the presence 
that ho put these demands because the two armies, the Polish 
already standing in readiness, and at any moment a 
end therefore Hitler did not want to put an 
ultinatum regarding th alling of a man from Poland, but only wanted to 
avoid the outbreak of a cc 
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A Yes, explanations to that effect were given. 
Q Is it correct, Witness, as you wrote in your book, that in the 
Polish Embassy, the Polish Ambassador, li, Lipski, told you that in case of 
a — the Polish Army would march to Berlin in triunph? 
A No, he did not say that to me, but he made remarks to that effect 
before Forbes, 
Q And Forbes transmitted these remarks to you. How did it come about 
that you had a meeting with Mr, Forbes on the 2l;th of September in Oslo? 
4 I took the initiative and went to Oslo to see him, 
Q Please, could you tell us about the content of the letter from 
briefly? 
^. I read that -- 
he Tribunal have already said that they don't want 
to hear that. And I don't see what it has to do with von Ribbentrop. 
Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop is under indictment on the 
German policy. I consider i$, therefore, important 
hat this letter which will give information about the further course of the 
foreign policy such a Ribbentrop saw it, that this letter was decisive for 
his later attempts toward peace, 


THE WITNESS: To redeem Europe from perpetual German aggression <= 


Q Was this letter ever shown to von Ribbentrop? 

A Nos 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal has already ruled that they will not have 
the letter read, 
BY DR. HORN: 

Q Then on the 26th of September 1939 you had a conference with Hitler, 
Is it correct that at that time Hitler told you he could negotiate with 
England concerning Poland because the major part of Poland was occupied by 
Russia and Russia to his knowledge would not cede it? 

A He said that he was not prepared to dscuss the question of Poland, ar 
he added afterward that apart from his decision he did not think Russia was 
prepared to discuss the territory occupied by Russia, 
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Q Well, at the time you were negotiating were you politically 
independent? 

^ absolutely. 

DR. HORN: Thank you; no more questions. 

THE PRESIDENT: Is there any further examination by members of the 
Defense? 

BY DR. LATERNSER (counsel for General Staff and OKW): 

w I have only one question, Witness: During the numerous negotiations 
which you heard, were there German officers there? Did high military 
leaders participate actively at any time? 

A Never, 

THE PRESIDENT: Do any of the others of Defense Counsel wish to as 
any questions? 

(No further examination here by Defendants! Counsel) 
CROSS--EXAMINATION BY SIR DAVID MAXYELL-FYFE: 

Q Mr, Dahlerus, will you tell me whether I got all of your last 
answer to Dr, Stahmer correctly? d ay that "I then realized that 
it was on the 26th of eptem'oer, that his, Goering's aim, had been to split 
Poland and grab and occupy Poland with the consent of Great Britain"? Is 
that right? 

À Yes, it is correct, but I should like to say it 
Goverrment's, including 

Q The German Government. I am grateful you want you to tell 
the Tribunal quite y why you cidn 'salize it aim earlier, 


DR. STAHMER: As far as I understood the answer of the witness, he 


said in answer to my question that that was Hitler's opinion of Goering, 


The witness has not Spoken == 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you are right in that, but the witness has 
now corrected it to say it was the German Government. You will be able to 
re-examine ə 

Q Now, I just want to explain to the Tribunal -~ and listen to the 
question I put to you -- why you didn't understand that at the time, Your 
original object in seeing Goering at the beginning of July was to inform him 
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that British public opinion had hardened and wouldn't stand another act of 
aggression, isn't that right? 

A Yes. 

Q The reason you went to Goering is shown in page 8 of your book, 
if you've goi the ine Lien 

A Yas 

Q And, Mr, Dahlerus, I want you to be abscituteiy sure that when 
I quote yorr book I don't take anything out of its context. Just before the 
break on page 8 you say this: 

"The essen^e of Natonal Socialism was bellicose and aggressive and 
completely devoid of 213. ] in its dealings with other nations. 
Hitler thirsted afi ioci t was said that Geering had energetically 
striven for 
his 

n you went to Gosring? 


Q And when you out your point of view to Goering, his first reaction 


that the British Government were bluffing over Danzig and Poland, 


antad and succeeded in arranging the first meeting in 
order to convince Goering thet according to British public opinion the British 
Government wasn't bluffing, is that right? 


A Yes, that is correct, 


Q Now, I just want. you to turn to page 29 of your book -- the very 


top of the page == where you uescribe the end of your conversation with the 
Defendant Gocring in the train before the meeting at the beginning of August. 
Do you remember? 

A Yes, 

Q Goering explained what his aim WAS, And if you look at the second 
line "This was a mutual agreement regarding the holding of an Anglo-German 
conference." And note the next words, Mr, Dahlerus "with plenipotentiary 


representatives from both Governments." One matter which Goering had always 
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made clear was that he would demand the return of Danzig and certain rights 
over the Corridor == the Polish Corridor -- isn't that right? 

Pu Yes, á 

Q And from the very start he wanted a plenipotentiary conference 
at which territory could, if necessary, be ceded to Germany, didn't he? 

å Evidently. 

Q Now, I want you to cone straight on to the 24th of August, when 
you saw Goering and he asked you to go to London. One of the points he wanted 
you to stress was that he anc the German Government thought that there had 
been a great improvement in their military situation because of the German- 

, 
Soviet Treaty. 
^ That's correct. 


Q And the other -= if you turn to the bottom of page 35 


in your book 


and then look at the top of page 36: "The reason was his disbelief that the 


German Foreign Office would oe able or willing to establish a sufficiently 


Close contact with th ‘itish Foreign Office," 


^ That i 





ITI 


Q Now, you remember that day that you had the conversation with him 


later on he rang you up at 11:30 before your depart 


Wo 


I just want you to tell the Tribunal one or tro of the things that 


he didn't tell you on that day. He didn't tell you, did he, that two days 
before, on the 22nd of August, at Obsersalzburg, Hitler had told him and other 
German leaders that he -- Hitler -- had decided in the spring that a 
conflict with Poland was bound to como, He didn't tell you that, did he? 
I never had any indication or disclosure as to that policy on the 
+ 


April or tne 


You never heard hat that is Document 796-PS, the one of the 


quite clear about the other 
er had 
at skie t is a question 
hink he also didn't 
n that day, "0 is to isolate Poland. 

The success of the isolation will be decisive. He never mentioned to you 
about isolating Poland. 

lever indicated 


Q But I think 


going to sce M, Lipski, 


He didn't tell you, as I understand you, that he was going to inform 
obstacle to any diminution of the tension between 


was Poland's alli^nco with Great Britain, He didn't tell 


119, So that while he was asking you 
to go to England to deal with one side of the matter he was dealing with 
Mr. Lipski on the other. I just want to get clear the situation on the 2th 


Did he tell you that the decision had been made to attack Poland on the 


morning of the 26th? 
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No, in no way whatsocver. 
Now, you asked to go for these general purposes, as I put them to 
You know now, Mre Dahlerus, that on tho next day our "note verbale" 


to Sir Nevil Henderson by Hitler, on the 26the 


Q And that noto, as distinguished from what was said to you late? on, 


aid in gencral terms that the Polish question must be solved, so that the 
f the plans as they stood on the evening of the 2hth when Goering rang 
was that you were zoing off.in the morn with the expression of a 
sire for a peaceful solution, the "note verbale" was to be given 
to Sir Nevil Henderson on the afternoon of the 25th and at that time the 2 plan 
was that Poland would be attacked on the morning of the 26th when you had 
livered your messageand Sir Nevil had sent out tho "note verbale,'t That 


he position? 


Now, did Goering ever toll you why tho pla 
26th to the 31st? 
ntioned anything 

changede 
quote Goering's own word 
guarantee to Poland" -- 
me on the telephone and told me that ho had stopped the planned invasion of 
Poland. I asked him wether this was just temporary or for good. He said, 


'No, I will have to see whether we can eliminate British intervention.! 


e 


So then I asked him, 'Do you 
days?!" ooring never 
London all that wcs wanted 
Not at all. 
Q Well, now, I just want you to take again, 
and came back wit à Halifax's lett 
Mre Dahlerus: Throughout Lord Halifax made it clear that Great 


was going to stand by her obligations to Poland, did he not? 
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À 
Q And then on the 27thof August, the night of the 26th, 27th, at 
12:30 midnight, you had this interview with Hitler. Now, to you, 
Dahlerus, Hitler for tho first tino rade it clear that his terms were 
Great Britain should help Germany in securint Danzig ond the Corridor, 
Yos. 
Not "rights in tho Corridor," but "tho Corridor." Do 


told lre Chamberlain that ho was caught between praise 


given lr, Henderson? 


h St ; bi just vant vou 
not going to go through it all again, but I just want yo 


1 ich you s2y w srefully and objectively 
to help me from your om book, which you s^; was carefully and ob; y 


ime Non 
written, as to the ie of 1 f the rulers of Germany at that time, Now, 
writ von, CÓ J vi 


would you first of ali lo 


is quite shori -- how yov 
should 
D, ee aia 
be a war, ne Sala, 


raised his voice each 
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The voice became more indistinct and finally one couldn't follow him at all, 
Then he pulled himself together, raised his voice as though addressing a 
large audience and shrieked =- shrieked -- ‘Ich werde Flugzeuge Bauen Flugzeuge, 
Flugzeuge, una werde meine Feinde vernichten' and then you &o on to say, 
"Just then he seemed more like a phantom fron a story book than a real person, 
I stared at him in amazement and turned to see how Goering reacted, but he 
didn't turn a hair," 

Now would you mind turning to page 53? There is one sentence before the 
bit I read on page 47, I just want to get that clear, You say, "His voice 
became blurred and his behevior was that of a completely abnormal person," 

"ill you now turn to page want 1 to tell the Tribuncl your in- 
pression of the way he at uc 2 Gefendant Goering. The Tribunal has heard 


a great deal about the relations between them. At the bottom of the page you 


eginning of « conversation I had resented his manner 


toward Goering, his most intimate friend snd comrade from the rears of struggle, 
OJ J OS 


to 


dominate was explicable, bui to require such obsequious humility 
SS Goering now exhibited from his closest collaborator seemed to me excessively 


Yo 
LC 


normale" 
That 
I formed the first time I met him, 
Now I want you for a moment 


> 


to deal with the Foreign Minister of Germany according to the impressions you 
formed, Generally, I think you got the ii impression that von Ribbentrop was 
could to interrupt and spoil your endeavors? 
That is correct, 
But according to Goering, he wen; fartner ther ct Wi you look 
at pace 76? This is, you remember, when you were just sayin’ zoodoy to Goering 
on, I think, your last visit to London after he had drawn the map, which I will 


come to in a moment, Did you say this? 
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"Before we pe d he again went over the Germen standpoint, saying 


finally that if we never met agoin he would like to take the opportunity of 


thanking me for what I have done and for my tireless energy in the cause of 


peace, I was somewhat surprised by this farewell and could not help replying 
that in all probability we should meet again soon, 
solemnly, "Perhaps. But certain 


people are doing wh^t they ca o prevent you getting out of this 


» 


solemnly, iir Dahlerus? 


told me that 
Ribbentrop ha dou 5o s nge for my plane 2 Honce Gocring!s solemn 
mien when he bid me farewell," 


entioned 


plane erashinz |! Saic the name "nus T assume it was 


Poland had b: 
4 


liinistry or at 


break?" 


an which nothing could unset, oily he called i he Secretaries 
Kcerner and Witzbach. gave tian a lg harrang inc. presented 
would carry gloriously 
some crazy state of 
intoxication," 
Are these your words? 
Yes, 
That was your impression? Of course yoy mean that they were mentally 


intoxicated with the idea of war? 


They had changed their frame of mind within a short time, 
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So that of the three princip people in Germany the Chancellor 
was abnormal, the Reichsmarshal » or the Fieldmarshal, as he was then, was 
crazy state of intoxication, and according to the defendant Goering, the 
winister was a would-be murderer who wanted to sabotage your plane? 
(The witness nodded, ) 


Just let us proceed quite shortly with what happened after that, 


On the weekend of the 26th and 27th of August you went to England, 


You have told me that you didn't know about the collingz off of the attack on 


the morning of the 26th, and you didn't know that the intention of Hitler was 

to eliminate English intervention. You cidntt know these points, so you went 
and on the 27th with these fuller terms, and the English answer 

maintained their obligations, they hc ped and reci Xua ended 

that the German and Poli 1 governments night begin negotiations between them 

selves with regera to the point? 


Yes, 





Imm 
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Q And that was the anser that you brought back, 

Now, I just want you to think for a moment of the interview that you 
had at breakfast time with Go ring, I think in his train or in headquarter, on 
the 29th of August. You will find it at page 65 of the book, if you want to 
refresh your memory, At that time,cidn't Goering try and convince you that the 
return of Danzig and the Corridor would make no difference to Poland!s military 


situation? 


Because, illustrating it from his own war maps, he though that Germany 
position to defeat the Poles anyhow, whether they had the Corridor or 


whether they hadn't? 
all in positon to carry that out? 


Q Now, I want now to come to ion of the meeting at whic 
were given to Sir Neville Hendersc at 1915 hours, 7:15 in the 
evening, on the 29th of August, so the meeting went on fo oae time, Do you 


rereaber that meeting? 


and the, as I thin e oun: from you, the 
Se over the demand f; plenipotentiary to be back in 24 hours, 
ive explained, 
Yes, 
Now, I think Sir George Ogilvy Forbes told you that that meeting had 


gone very badly, and th t 20, you saw Goering and Goering said much the 


Sir George Ogilvy Fx as to how the meeting had. sone, 


and he said that what had upset the Chancellor was that Sir Neville 


(d characterized or implied that this demand that the plenipotentiar 


come Within 24 hours was equivalent to an ultimatum, 
Yes, 


Do you remember that at that time ro¢ring underlined certain of the 


To turn to the preface of the book == 
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CSe 
«= you see the facsimile, Have you a copy? 
I have the original here, 


JJ 


Well, if you will just look at it. Now, it is in German. If you 
follow the German, I want just to read the bits which Coering has underlined, 
and I will read it in Engli d you check to see that I have got the right 
pieces 

"For the rest, in making these proposals the German Governrient have 


f 
> 


never had any intention of touching Polaná!s vital interests or qu2stioning 


the existence of an independent Polish state, The German Government, accord- 


e cireunstances agree to accept the British Government's offer 
ffices in securing the dispatch to Berlin of a Polish emissary 


with full powers, They count on the arrival 
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30 August 1939. The German Government will imnediately draw up propo 


olution acceptable to themselves, and will, if possible, place 


1 


osal of the British Government before the arrival of the 


question which the defendant Goering has underlined, 
ne bit about the sénding of the plenipotentiary. 


Y. 
CSe 


that there was no doubt that the defandant Goering was assc 


> with the importance of that point, 
ember that at that time, that interview, that is, the 


the defendant Goering made a great tirade against the 


going into that in 


the Fuehrer w 


caoled over by the 


the next night e 


Dahlerus, I don't think I can put it better thon in your 


you will turn to 


vt that the 


civen in 


the well-known Proj 


on the night betw 





Ree NN 


That is rather less than 2), hours later, 


Q And then you go on to describe what it Showed. Vell, it showed 
this quite cleraly, that 2) hours before that was cabled over to Sir Neville 
Henderson, the German Government had never sericusly considered wh^t por- 
tion. of the Corridor they were going to clain, and what portion they 
weren 't going to claim. Is that so? Goering was putting an entirely 
cifferent thing to you the night before, wasn't he? 


à The first proposal I brought with me on Sunday morning, the 27th. 


Yes, it was only the Small Corridor, and they extended the claims according 
3 5 J t5 


to this last plan, 


Q They extended the claim, so that the effect of what was put to you, 
what you were said to announce, that a magnanimous offer was coming, was 


actually an extension of claims, and equally, actually, quite different 


from what was suggested the next night 
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1 


by the defendant Rib>entrop. 
nat is correct. 


u 


Now, I just want to ask you one word about an interview which tool 

place on the E st of Au You wilt find it at page 0l -- no, I'm sorry, 
is at page 07. the interviow when Sir George Ogilvy Forbes save you 
an account of what Me Lipski had said, I want you just to tell re thiss You 


did meet M, Lipski, didn't you? 


1 


Q And, of course, == obviously, the same could b 


sure of voursolf -= 14 Lipski was suffering from cor 


most critical time? 
He was very nervou 
Very nervouse And didn't Sir George Fo 


his opinion quite clear that the Ger 


sovereignty, and that in his view Poland and 


and show inited front, and that Poland, 


but there is nsicderable and simifica: lifference between the Polish 
instructions to li, Lipski and the version whi 


you? 


the morning of the fi irst of September, I think that you saw 


Goering at 8 o!clcck, eand would it De a correct description of the way in which 
he broke the fact that he had attacked Pol by € | that it was vory gradual 
slow, alnost walking backwards, the way in which he bro ne news to you 

hat the attack had taken 


^ 


A Well, so much so that‘ I imnediatoly phoned up London and got contact 


with the Foreimm Office and informed somebody that according to the information 


I had received, the Poles had attacked, and they nat rally wondered what v 
3 1 3 J 
happening to me when I fave that information. 
L4 © 2 
1oWever, he did eventually admit that they had 


end then you had a further interviow with Hitler, There is just one point I 
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*want you to clarify, I don't think you told the Tribunal about the time he said 


he would fight for ten years. Look at page 90, 


A Yese 


You see there, "Saying, Will ich zehn Jahre kHupfon;! he brandished 


and bent-down so that it nearly touched the floor," 


Yese si 


Q So I take it he was in the same state as at the time of your previous 


intervicow. 


Vell, if possible, more nervous. 


Now, there is just one final mattor, if you would look at pago 102, 


and then I 


Yo ( w the defendant Goering on the morning of Satu day, 


September 2? 


A Yos, 


nore inclined to listen to the viewpoints which I 


for 


drawing room car, he told me that there was talk of a 


Mussolini. Mussolini was said to be fervently trying to 
especially to prevent it from spreadinge" 


he next sentence is: 


` 


"Goering said that he wanted to inaugurate a new Muni 


I don't want to put it unfairly, and therefore I ask you, lr. Dahlerus, 


"ho" in that sentence -- does it fer to Goering o o Mussolini? 
I think it refers to Mussolini, 


You think it refers to M ussclint, h wh I suspected, and 
3, 


therefore I won't trouble vou further about 


I have tekon you briefly --.I hope you will arree airl; thrcugh the 


points on this matter, and on these facts that I have nut to you and with which 


n 


you will agree, are they the basi of your cpinion that the aim of the German 
Government; including Gcering, was to split Poland and Great Britain and to 


occupy Poland with the consent of Great 





0 


jeinrehei-i0-15-14, 


Well, if I had known the facts I heard later == 
STAHMER: I believe thst this question foes tco far, and I would like 
question, It is a general question about the government and quite 
number of persons, and besides it is an utterance of opinions and not facts 
bout which the witness is asked, 
SIR DAVID NAXWELL-FYFE: The question is, Are these facts the 
your opinion? 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal thinks it is a perfectly proper question and 
directly out of the examination in chief, 
Dahlerus, you wére answering, ad asked you ore these facts— 
t (Counsel for the defendant Funk): Then I should like to ask, 
Mr, President, to take core that it will be clarified whet is understood under 
the term "German government", whi he Prosecutor has repeated]; mentioned, 
Be GRISE vernment, consists of a whole number of ministers and if one speaks 
here continuously of the "Gerr government" without saying who personally is 
meant by that term, then the impression must be mace that each one of Ehe 


ministers wn; 2sponsible and had taken part in these neroti-ti 


ias not known anything 
terestec that the Prosecutor nay be 
term, "the German governments" That is t 
Economies, Funk, is also included or whether it refers ly to two or three 
other gentlemen, 
XUELL-PYPE: My Lord, I == 
4o not agree at with what Dr, Sauter has Beets We have 
lant Goering at considerable len sth about what the 
overnment consisted of, and it will be upon the defendants "unsel, when the 
sue the case, to argue that the > government did not include the 
hom they represent, 
Defendants! counsel do not seem to understand that what they call 
clarification is a matter than ean 5 dine in re-examination, Dre Stahmer will 
have the opportunity of remexaminnti n, and ne can ask any questions that arise 


out of the eross-exanino stione 
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Mr, Dehlerus, in this way: Are 

have hear? and agreed with this afternoon, are they tne bas 
you put in that question which you answered to Dr. St-hmer? 

Yes, ùt the time when I thoucht I could usefully make something to 

new wor, I could definitely prove that nothing was ione by His 

b to prevent it, but had I known whet I know today, I would 
my efforts could not 


DAVID LAXVELL-FYFE: | My Lord, there ene other point, 


Lordship!s indulzence, Dr, Stahmer asked for the names of these Enclis 
Y 


: e 
dustriolists, 
matton 
Ail. 


4 


hunility t Your Lordshir 2 to ask Mr 


'entlemen that you met in your 
wife!s 
or hand them in? 
"uld, 


anle Charles Me Larn, S. W, Rossen 


Spencer, T. Menceford 


of the Prosecution wish to 
to re-examine? 
put 2 question May I 
without being misunderstood, whey this morni 5 these names could not bo r« 


when Dr, Stahm 


question? What has it to do with the 


This morning the witness Dahlerus was alsc pproved for the 
defendant 
the question 


there, 
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THE PRESI DENT: Th je ToaSo! why tho names were not givon this 
1 


morn ing was because we wished to get on with this trial, and we 


thought that the names of these rontlonen were irrelevant. But as 


Sir David ilexwoll-Fyfo asked that they micht be introduced in order 
that there could be no suggestion of concealment, the Tribunal has 
i allowed them to be riven. 
Di, HORN: Thank you, 


RE-DIREOT EKANINATION 


BY DR, STAH! 





Q Mre Dahlerus, you said this morning that on 23 August you Were called 
by telephone by Goering in Stockholm and he hac told you that the situaticn 
had Yecone serious and that, oe he would like to talk t- you. Hashe also 
told you for what reasons he considored | the Situation at that monent as 


mi 
Li 


ericus, 


ao 


} LESS 243.2 fi... 4 T v4 ae 1 3 7 +3 E TT ? QS wae nnd ai 4 e. 
that tine did Goring teoll you what had made the situation more soricu 


meantime? 


A He indicated that the fact that the Polish questicn was not solved and 
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that there was no indiesticn that it would be sol 
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Q Then you found out by that answer that Poland was the point of danger? 


dL CSe 

2 | Then yz also brought sug esti ns on 21 August which foresaw cr had as 
their object the solution of the Polis question? 

A Yos, 





according tc my notes, you said at that tine yu had bem cf the opinion that 


Waat is the reason for that differcnes in your answorg 


A At the time I had tc assumo that the leading members of the Geruan 


Governmont wor 
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Q You concluded that then? Ther ou said before if you had knom what 


you knew today, then you would nct have i Mode What caused that change in 


chiefly curing the vrocoocings i 


` 


gl 


What facts do you re 


A The incidents I quctod, tho declaration of 11 April, 23 


Aurust, 


You have no further fects, have you? 


Yes, but those aro tho main points, 


1 


ånd these points which are your further objections or doubts? 


40 


Ono is the experience on 26 September 193 the speech by Hitler on 6 


nber of deeclorati.ons ma 
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opocrtunity 


1 + 
must 


now 
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BY IR., STAHMER: 

Q Previously a m^p was mentioned, supposedly drawn up by yourself, 
which is contained in Dahlerus's book. He stated this morning to my question 
that it was contained therein, I submit this map to you, which is to be found 
on page. 53, and ask for your explanation of it, 

In the discussion that took place on the 29th or 30th of august 
between Dahlerus, myself, and I believe the Fuehrer was also there, I took a 


map fron the atlas spontaneously and outlined in red, blue and green certain 


regions, not as regions which we should demand from Polanc, but those resions 
in which Germans lived, Since Dahlerus was of this opinion =~ this 
seen from the fact that oi sarby map | epeated the same ma 


wrote as follows along side the first part mar: "containing German popue 


lation," ənd then "according to Goerin: sions containing Polish inhabitants," 


He then stated, "Goeringts 
with the bouncary line between Germar 
limitation between the two populations and 
> the Polish Government, 
ny map one sees that very spontsneously and rapidly 
a distinction was mace between the various populations, German and Pol 
the one area, there is a majority of Germa and in the other area there are 
only Poles, Dahlerus was informed of these suggestions as to boundaries that 
were made in very general terms, 
also the map that was publisnec, the one which was submitted 
the one which, since I crew it up and understood it, went 
telephonically to the amba or for it to be examined, 
Q Can you please repent the last sentence? I believe it dicn!t come 
throuch, 
I said the course of the boundary which Hitler outlined was 
official susgestion which he, as the leader, the only person justified to make 
aggesticn, had worked out, and it was also t estion that was 
read to Ambassador Henderson, and s 1e did not understand it, it was 
by Dahlerus to Henderson in order that he might study it carefully 
might be sure tl he English /yabassador understood it in its entirety, 
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There was, as I have always said, an enormous risk, since the Fuchrer had 
forbidden that this information be mace publics; I nevertheless decided to do so, 
Nevertheless, so far as my actions were concerned, I point again to the nota- 

3 t E t 
tions: "Goering!s oh fa of German populations Goerinj!s incication of 
Polish population" and that was only made for hi 248 o means of orientation. 
Dehlerus said that on the 23rd of august you called hin up and as 
H 


hin to come immeciately to Berlin because in the meantime the situation had 


become serious, Please clarify this statenent and explain this dangerous 
situations 
Through the stateuents of the Fuehrer on the 22nd of August, it became 


clear to me that the tension had ached its pe: he Fuehrer had stated that 


if a sclution of the preblem could not be sught about diplomatically, the 


solution would have to be brought about t since it was a statement 


without discus on made before the higher officers who would cone into action 
there was a wer, I, as senior officer, permitted myself to tell the 


l 
ij € 


Fuehrer that the Wehrmacht woul2 
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It was a matter of course, that if the Wehrmacht were called upon it would 
do its duty. 

In second order, however, I wanted to make the more serious efforts 

It was now a matter of days. The 25th or the 

26th had been named as the day of the invasion. I wanted to make a 
last effort for negotiations. In crder to tell the Fuchrcr if such 
negotiations could be undertaken successfully, I hoped to be able to 
obtain a diplomatic or political solution. Consequently, it was in con- 


nection with the Fuehrer's speech on the 22nd that I wanted to call 


Dahlerus's attention to this mattere I, of course, did not tell him, and 


there was no good rcason why I, as a German soldier, should tell this 
to a foreigner, and certainly not as an officer. Tha 
, v 
I did not say anything == the reaso ave rccontly outlined, 
J J t eJ 
Things are now teing s ntod as to make 
op secret military matters, and uld ne be revealed, nor could we 
ever let such informatic ome to the attention of the frreign press. 


herein the same procedure as every other country 


sonally and did not continue 
ffice? 
secing to it that so possible this 
question st be scttled peacefully. The work the for ffice 
is an official work. Here it was being worked on anyway according to 
the policics as set down by the Fuehrer, and I could only make my in- 
fluence fe oy an immediste ea and « ice official channelso 
did not have any official position as regards the foreign countries, 
nor was I a. foreign minister, 
this time I was perfectly clear in my mind that it was not a 
f formality, but it was the more practical way of achieving 
linge If I wanted, howevof, to effect an influence on the Fuehrcr, 
nly possible to me if I said something to the Fuehrer to the effect 
thet withhis official approval it would make it much easier for the bringing 


about of an official solution, hat would go more rapicly, 
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à personal step on your part that 


mer IIT 


official negotiations. This was 
En-lana? 


From the entire action, this w^s a non-official channel, and only 
r tw 


points touched the official channels that were, 


at the 
presentece 
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one orcer to speak 


Lator, Dahlerus, in order to inform the British 


just what i inofficial negotiations were, 


was ep -- I belicve 


peaceful solution. I 


attitude 


very clear exp 


4 question, 


an entirely cifferent 


Very subjective onc, for the Fuchror would not have deen long 
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book, which perhaps are 


lY naannts "n 5 P. mee ff 3^ hy 
unessonui.a rosecution, nan 


S Plone The 
jf staff, a ninist< 


ins the war was 


exclusively that of keeping my civ: n, not my military, staff in creer 


both these y ters noi nor i 3 | Fo lon Men ncocc led e i | sword or 


encourasemcn | behave in 
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ti f the convorseticns of Dahlcrus in Dc and J ton thet took 

nlacc fion, 

When xw le atternt S this was 

oc situation as it w Tos ac lish 

Governnent did not sond anr ultime t it sent 
à note in which it demanded the withdrawal of German t ps from Poland, 

LAE ESI DINT, the intorprceter please tell the Tribunal v 
Unc ion asked by Counsel was? Dcos tho shcr na writer know? 
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THE FRESIDENT: As far as we have heard we have had no answer to it 


te STAN GR: I have not understood what is going on, Wr, President, 


^o 


The question you asked was whether the dote of the 
26th of August was arranged for the action to take place against. Poland and 


^ 


the defendant Yocring has been speaking for some considerable time and has not 


answered that question yet as for as I have heard. 
THE WITNESS: I have answered that. Actually the 26th of Aucust was 


1 3 


Scen by the Fuehrer as the date for the invasion, since he held 


p. 
ct 
t 
Q 
a 
[6] 
m 

R 
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in view of the situation at thst time. It was then possible to persuade him 
to a postponement in order that further negotiations might be carried on, 


y m OM) TICITD 
BY tt. OLAHMER $ 


« The last suggestion that Dahlerus took to London, 


e 


å This proposal was an unofficial one and was followed by an officio 


proposal that was read to the British ambassador in a note, that is to SAY, 


carried on, Ihe British Government was unofficially informed of it amd, 


oS Lc 


S previously described, the proposal was carried by Dahl rus to I 





It came to naught because the Polish Government did not conse: 


ny Ti 1 ih Ay + + are 4d. > b. .? mann S 
appointed, Then they waited for an emissar 


ye First of all it was thought 


thet the Polish Ambassador might be this emissary but he, however, declared 


that he was not justified to conduct any negoti-tions, Because of that the 


Fuehrer decided on invasion the next dav T 


A 
U daye LALS 


ct 
tJ 
d 
3 
ti 


also sent to the 
British Ambassador via Dahlerus, the telegram of the Polish sovernment to its 
ambassador, in which it forbade him from conducting any negotiations regarding 


proposals or to make 





proposals or to hand in any note on the subject, 


This telegram which I mentioned first the day before yesterday, 


turned over to Dahlerus so that he could turm it over in turn to Henderson 
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and I told him in addition, despite any scruples I might have had, that it was 
of extraordinary importance that the British Government should find out as 
uickly as possible about the intrmsigeance of the Polish attitude so that it 
might exercise some influence on the Polish Government to correct this 
condition, I thus demonstrated that I knew the secret, I had cracked the 
Polish diplomatic code and thus endangered Germany with this unique occurrence, 
in that I should reveal this secret and I can only justify it by my wish to 
avoid war at ths very last moment. I shouid, therefore, like to read the 
appendix to the official communique, the message from the Polish Government 

to the Polish ambassador, I skip the first part and read only the followings 

" As a particular secret for the Ambassador, he is informed -— conduct 

official negotiations under no circumstances. In the event that oral or 
Written suggestions are made tell the Reich Government that you have no 
plenipotenti-ry powers to respond to them and thst your power e 
to that of turning over that communication to your government. You can do 


nothing until you receive further instructions, 


Q Were these negotiations carried out by you with the earnest will 


of maintaining peace? 
A If ons reads this in its context it can be seen from this document. 
But I should not like to rely altogether on the evidence of this book but 


AT FTT Tr poe bie T AT ak " S vA ie 5 roe mr £3%m wi s 
also on what I can'say here under oath, It was my firm will to do everything 
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peacefully. I did not want wer, consequently 
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ly gould to avoid it, That has 
nothing to do with what preparations I, as a matter of duty in my capacity 
as a soldier, was obliged to make, 

< A matter was brought up here , the question of an Airplane accident 


hi mi en Moead -y ^ Tre s 3 1 W 
which might possibly have killed Dahlerus, What can you say to this? 
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å The witness Pchlerus said at the conclusion of his testimony that 
he would have to correct himself, that he had not received this absurd news 
from ie, but that there was some confusion on his part becsuse I mentioned 
Ribbentrop's name in some entire y different context. I hac only one 


concern and that is what 
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H0087 — 0059 
I brought his attention to. Dahlorua flow in my own private plano to London 
that tino. Tension was very &outo then; all states were mobilizing and 


& gtate of war was imminent. Offici ir transpo had been cut off so that 


was not a vefy simple matter for a German plaus to fiy to Rondon or that, 


a British plane could fly to “erlin with a couricr. Such a plane 
yould have run into danger from anti-aircraft, wanted, as faras possible, 
obviate this danger by televhoning Dutch and English offices, This was 

rcacon for my telling Dahlerus that I hope o would go and return safely 
becouse in those times it would have been easy for an accident to take place, 

Ribbentrop knew nothing whatsoever about the fact that Dahlorus was 
being sent, I never discussed the matter of Dahlerus with Ribbentrop He 


did not even know thet he was flying or that there were any negotiations 


en mo and the British Government; in other words there was c onfusion 


of September, were you present at the conference between 


Dahierus .and 


© did Hitler say thon about Poland? 
It is correct to say that he made statements to the effect that the 
ituetion that existcl in Poland before the outbreak 
peace had come about, no longer be considered. Now, of course, he wanted to 
again these German provinces that had been taken from Germany in 191 
But, at that tire he pointed out that a Ge l Government in Warsaw would 
no interest nim but he pointed out strongly to Dahlerus that this was 
a question which concerne] Germany and Russia, in first order, and there 
could be no question of a solution with England because a great part' of 
Poland had already been turned over to Russice This, in obher words, was an 
asrecnent that he could no longer settle unilaterally with England, Russia 
would also have to participate inite 
DR. STAHMER: I have no further questions, 
BY MR. JUSTICE J ‘CKSON: 


attention to the testimony which you gave yesterday 
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ask you if it is correct, 


"I think I was Deputy Chairman (referring 


to the Reich Defense Council), 


T r à sos - 
I don't even know, I heard about that but I assu 


+ 
^12 Y2 L4. 


^ 


v 


e you under ny oath, I 
assure you uncer my oath, that at no 


did I participate 


tho Ccuncil loich was 


le. together as sucie" 


Is that a correct transcription of your 


That is alle 
YeSe 


I ask to have your attention called to 3575 PS 


EA a 


cali your attention 


+ ^ 
UO 


three hour lecture by the 


is thet correct? 
(witness handed document) 


I have to read 


= 


irst time I have scen the 


You did not lm-^v trig 


by Cid you? 


iswer 


T had not ocmmert,. 


SAY. 


November 5 ñe Reich Defense Council." 


ense Coune econsiste. 


There wore present all 
High Commands, 


Fuehrer, Gen 


Reich Commissar, the Pr 
Reichsarbeitsamt and 


í 


When I gave my testimony I was only thinking of the Reich Defense 


Council, 23 suche This is a 


meeting about the Reich Defense Council withir 


of a much larger programe Hence then, there is a question he: 
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of a meeting regarding the Reieh Defense Council, part of a program that was 


mueh larger than the Reich Defense Council itsclf, 

Q I call your attenticn to the fact that the "Bicld Marshal stated it 
to be tho task of the Reich Defense Council to correlate all the forces of the 
nation for accelerated building up of German armament," 

Do you find that? 


A One moment =~ yes, here I have ite 
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Q. The sceond paragraph? H0087 — 0062 
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Q ind II, "The first task, the assignment is to raise the level 
‘£ armament from a current index of 100 to cne of 300." 

i, Xes, 

DR. SIEMERS: (Counsel for the defendant Raeder): I cannot ovite 
sce the reason why documents are not submitt to the Defense before they 
‘re submitted to the Court. I had nct previcusly known cf this cunicnte 

During the last few days, several times it has u= 
ments were suddenly presented by the Prosecution without its having ms Hz 
ny effort to informthe Defense of oir existence. 

Me JUSTICE JACKSON: That is perfectly true, and I think every lawyer 
knows that one of the great questions in this case is drsdibility, and 
that if we have to, in crosseexamination, submit every document before 
ve can refer to it in cresseexamination after we hear their testim 
the possibility cf useful crosseexamin tion is cestroyede 

Now, of course he cid not know, 2nd we hove had the experience of 
calling document after cumsnt to their nticn, always to be met with 
S explanation, carefully arran p vto fr nctos. No defend- 

nt has ever had better rtunity to prepare his c^se than these defend- 
mts, and I submit that cross exa tion of tnem shovi3 not strcyed 
ny requirement that we submit cuments in advance. 

THE FRESIDENT: Dic you wish t something?” 

DR. SIEMERS: Yes. I shculd like t ike two points. First, I am 
entirely agreeable if Justice Jacks ants to make us f' the clement of 
surprise. I should only be thankful if the Defens ld be permitted in 
its turn to use the clement of surprise. Nevertheless, we have Been told 
heretcfore thst we must show every cument we intend to use weeks ahead 

f time so thatthe Prosecution has several weeks in orcer t^ take on attituce 
towards this document e 

Secondly, if the element of svrorise is being usec, I believe th^t we, 


as defense counsel, should be provide? with this 
that the document is submitted to the Court. H 
f this document or of the previous documents. 


wever, 


surprise 


I have 





MM 





he sa time 
no copy cither 
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is entirely inaccurate, You 
have never been compelled to cisclose any documents which you wished tc 
examination. This is cross examination anc 


counsel for the Fr 


any cocument without disc ing it beforhanc, just as defense counsel 


could have put any document to witnesses called on behalf of the Frosecuti 
if they had wished to do so in cross examination, 
I am sure that if counsel he defendants wish to reeexamine upon 


document as this, a copy of it will be supplied to them for that 


Tribunal now rules tha 
witness now 
S the Defense have 
document is becoming known to the entire 
with this 


THE 
200 
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Scuments in its kancs at the sa 


oc 
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I si oulu theres re like to ask 


assist the Tribunal in 


(IDENT: Justi 


Tribunal certainly chins «= the 


necessity at all, as I have & Peacy stated, t 


defendants bef-ve 
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documertt 3, 


then it shoul: be possible in In 7lich, 
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7 be possible, 


Justice Jackson certainly cid 


element of 
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unsel. for 
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Justice 


Tribunal and is 
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disclose the 
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jection tx 
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Our ph.tostatic facilities 
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T have 


ifficulty has always 


,0 Er ;lish c 
1 Gorman witnes 


German is his native 
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the witness or would in any 


not nsan that, but 


for the purposes of cross ecam- 


surprise, à Cocunent 


riounal, then at least 
who is 


the witness on 


have some idea of what 


Stahner could not, In 


j Jacksonts cross examina- 
certainly 
ackson to reply to my appli- 


A on what arrears to me 
lined to think == the 
risht, that therc is no 
docui 
But, at 
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"et H0087 — 0066 
(Dr, Seimers ^norotched the lectern, ) 


W 
Lal 


e don't really need t hear more thon one Counsel on this 


your objection which was that this 
the Teibun-1 has 2lren y ruled thet 
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objection should 5e riec e 


Di. SIZMERS (Counsel for the Defencant Raeder); Mr, President, my a: pli- 


cation was that the Defense should receive these docunents at the 


iribunal --le opinion embraced by Lr. 


Devense C . el should receve * If it is ^ document regordingc 


it is inportant to several of t 


"^£ The, » | 
une Defendants. 


i-cient. Each Defense lawyer 
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est Jifficu’ties in pr 
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the Defendants with docume: wi locu 
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essary that every inembh. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Counsel for the Prosecution will consider what you say, 
ebut no rule has been made by the Tribunsl that every document should be supplied 
to every Counsel during cross-examination,. 

T HE WITNESS: I should like to say in regard to the document that this == 

* MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: I ask that the witness be instructed to answer the 
question and reserve his explanations until his Counsel takes him on, Otherwise, 
this cross-examination cannot successfully be conducted, in the sense of being 
reasonable in time, 

THE PRESIDENT: I have already explained, on several occasions, that it is 
the duty of Defendants when they are in the witness-box, snd the duty of wit- 
nesses, to answer questions directly, if they are capable of being answered 
directly in the affirmative or in the negative, and if they have any explanations 


to make afterwards they can make it, after answe 


z 
c 
"$ 
L2 
5 
+ 
€ 


| question directly. 
BY MR, JUSTICE JACKSON: 


I call your attention to Itaea 3, under II, "Finances," reading as 
J 2 E , 


"Very critical situation of the Reich Exchequer, Relief initially 
through billion imposed on Jewry and through profits accruing to the Reich in 


the aryanization of Jewish enterprises," 


You find that in the minutes, do you not? 


A Yes, that is there, 
Q And you fini the minutes signed by Woermann, do you not? 
A No, that is not true, I beg your pardon, Woermann (pronounced 


cificrently from Mr, Justice Jackson) signed that, I know Bormannts signature, 


2 ^3 
Q said 


ri 


Woermann == all risht, my poor pronunciation, Well, was it 
not a fact that you set up a working committee under the Reich Defense Council 
which cic meet from time to time and did carry on certain work? 

A I have already testified to that effect, 

Q anc I call your attention to Exhibit E.C. 405 (U.S.A. 781) minutes 
of 2 meeting of the Working Committee of the Reich Defense Council, meeting 
No, LOS 

A I have already told the President that if I am to answer the question, 


afterwards I must explain it in more detail; now that I have answered these 


questions as you want me, with a single negation or affirmation, I want now to 
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is further explanation. I want to explain that this was not a meeting of 
the closed Reich Defense Council but a general enlling- together of all Ministers, 
Secrctaries of State and many other peo, le. Roman numeral I, organization of 
the .cich Defense Council, The Reich Defense Council was alreacy, by cecision 
of the C^binet, callec into beinge But it never met, Through the Reich Defense 
Law of the Ath of September, 1939, it was re-establishe?, The Chairman was 
Field i*rshal Goering, In this Reich Defense Council, in which this speech took 
place, in which Schacht made a definitive speech, he, as I have stated in writ- 
ing, this Council never met, 

I shoulc like you now to repent the question recordin: the second 

You testified that the movement into the Rhinelend had not been planned 

in advance, 

Only very shortly beforchand, 

long? 
as I recall, at the most two to three weeks, 


all your attention to the minutes of the tenth meeting of the 


Council, F.C. 405 (U.S.A. 781), 3575: PsSes 


n on the 6th month, 26th day of 


1935, which reads as follows: =e 
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A May I ask what page? 

Q I have not enough copics-- 

A If you don't tell no what page, I will have 
whole document. 

Q Turn to the last paragraph and we will work backwards. 
"Commitment to writing of directives for mobilization purposes is 
permissible only in so far as it is absolutcly necessary to the smooth 
execution of the measures provided for the demilitarized zone and 
without exception such material must bo ki ept in safes, Do you find 
that part? 

the docui2nt that was handed to me, statements 
of various pcopl is a different lo It scems to havo no such 
last paragraph as you aro quoti-^c 'erhaj here is some difference 
Iho last paragraph horo is 
am I to read in tho documont? 
fron the ond, if my 
is correct=--have wo 


You must tell mo who was speaking. Various people 


Prosecution indicated a place in the 
Gocumnont for the wit 
It has been shown to me now I have to read through it 
Q Do you find this:. "The demilitarized zone requires special 
treatment. In his speech of 21,5.35 and other utterances, the Fuehrer 
Reichschancellor h: tated that the stipulations of the Versailles 
Treaty and the Locarno Pact egardine the demilitarized zone are 
observed." Do you find that? 
find the next paagraph, "Since political 
intangible elements abroad must be avoided at present under all 
circunstances, only those preparatory measures that are urgently 


necessary may be carried out. The existence of such preparations, or 
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character which had 


Pu d . 
rom ioroiczn 


ANTONA 
JACKSON : 
ha re m~ y~ 
being respor 
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ab it is-- 





